District 23
CONTESTANT BRIEFING

...to begin AT LEAST 10 minute

 prior to contest start-time
1.)
Pronounce EACH CONTESTANT's name (and speech title) out loud, and confirm that everything is being pronounced correctly. (Make notes on the script, if needed.)

2.)
Ensure that no contestant is wearing a nametag, or any kind of identifiable pin or button.

3.)
Ask if any contestant is using PROPS... if so, ensure that they connect with the Sergeant-at-Arms before the contest begins.

4.)
Define the SPEAKING AREA... make sure that everybody agrees with it. (Make changes if a contestant needs more room for their speech.)

5.)
Review the TIMING GUIDELINES for Speeches.

Evaluation Contest

2 - 3 minutes.... minimum time 1.5 minute / max time 3.5 minutes



Green Light -- 2 minute



Yellow Light -- 2.5 minutes



Red Light -- 3 minutes (light will stay on until speaker finishes)

Table Topics

1 - 2 minutes.... minimum time 1 minute / max time 2.5 minutes



Green Light -- 1 minute



Yellow Light -- 1.5 minutes



Red Light -- 2 minutes (light will stay on until speaker finishes)


Humorous / International Speech Contests

5 - 7 minutes.... minimum time 4.5 minutes / max time 7.5 minutes




Green Light -- 5 minutes



Yellow Light -- 6 minutes



Red Light -- 7 minutes (light will stay on until speaker finishes)

6.)
Review the BACKUP TIMING tools and how they work.

7.)
Review the INTRODUCTION PROCEDURES for each contest.


Evaluation Contest

"When the SAA calls you into the room, please wait by the door until I call your name. When I call your name, please come up to the stage and shake my hand. When you are finished, I'll expect you to shake my hand before leaving the stage, unless you tell me otherwise NOW."


Table Topics

"When the SAA calls you into the room, please wait by the door until I call your name. When I call your name, please come up to the stage and shake my hand. I will read the question TWICE and then step away from the speaking area so you can answer. When you are finished, I'll expect you to shake my hand before leaving the stage, unless you tell me otherwise NOW."

Humorous / International Speech

"When introducing each contestant, I will say their name, then speech title... then speech title again, and name again. As I am introducing you, please come to the stage. I will shake your hand and leave the speaking area. When you are finished, I'll expect you to shake my hand before leaving the stage, unless you tell me otherwise NOW."

7.)
If you believe that a contestant's speech is NOT ORIGINAL, only you as a contestant and the judges have the right to take issue. Please quietly mention this to the Chief Judge or Contest Chair and they will handle it from there.

8.)
Draw for speaking order for each contest.... then confirm the order by reading it out loud to the group of contestants. (Be sure to note the speaking order on your script.)

9.)
Any questions?

10.)
Good luck!
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